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| NT. CHECKMATE STUDI OGS - DAY

A fl ashy opening credits sequence. Footage of professiona
chess matches edited to fast, bonbastic nmusic. This is the
chess equival ent of Match of the Day.

We cut to the small studio and the show s host MAX S| NCLAIR
(30s, jovial, professional).

MAX
Hel | o and wel cone to Check Mate. W
start tonight’'s programw th the
breaki ng news of Tabitha King' s
return to the world of chess.

Series of photos of TABITHA as a toddl er holding a chess
piece, putting it in her nouth, then a final shot revealing
that she’s playing a match agai nst a m ddl e aged nan.

MAX (V. O
A chi | dhood prodigy, King arrived a
seemngly fully formed pl ayer
dom nating junior tournanents
bef ore turning professional at 14.

News footage of a teenage TABI THA playing 5 matches
si mul t aneousl y.

MAX (V. O
Her strong perfornances in major
t our nament s caught everyone’'s
attention but it was her unorthodox
behavi our and tendency to speak her
m nd that won her |egions of fans.

A chess tournanment, TABITHA (23) checkmates her opponent.

TABI THA
Boom

A chess tournanment, TABI THA (24) checkmates her opponent.

TABI THA
Bang!

A chess tournanment, TABITHA (25) checkmates her opponent.

TABI THA
Woop! Whop! Wop!

A pre-tournanment press conference, TABITHA (25) fields
guestions fromjournalists.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOURNALI ST
Tabi t ha, your previous manager
recently described you as "rude,
i gnorant and di sm ssive." How woul d
you respond to that?

TABI THA
| don’t know what the fuck you' re
tal ki ng about. Next!

MAX (V. O
However, her confidence on the
board seened to inplode two years
ago after a disastrous perfornance
during the Linares tournanent.

An i nfographic of TABI THA s chess rating plumeting.

MAX (V. O
King seened to struggle to shake
off this defeat and over the
proceedi ng 18 nonths she failed to
progress past the initial rounds of
any tournanent.

TABI THA | oses a nmatch

TABI THA
Shi t!

TABI THA | oses anot her match

TABI THA
Ar se!

TABI THA | oses anot her match

TABI THA
Tits!

MAX (V. O
Bef ore announci ng her retirenent a
6 nont hs ago.

Back to the studio.

MAX
However, this decision seens to
have been short |ived as on Monday
she announced she will be conpeting
in next week’s Foster cup. \Well,
| mdelighted to say that Tabitha
joins ne in the Check Mate studio

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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MAX (cont’ d)
this evening. Tabitha, thanks for
bei ng here.

Cut out to show TABI THA (32, perpetual adol escent) sitting
next to MAX. She spins back and forth in her chair, clearly
a bit bored.

TABI THA
Yeah, great.

MAX has a series of cards with prepared questions.

MAX
So, Tabitha, let’s start with the
mllion dollar question - what nade
you decide to return?

TABI THA
Vell, it was al ways a question of
"when" not "if." Chess is ny life
really. | can’t imagine a tinme when
| won’t be playing it. Plus |I need
to pay the rent sonehow. | nean why

do you think I’mdoing this show?

MAX
...Err we don’'t pay our guests.

TABI THA
What ? Geor ge?

She | ooks of f canera at her manager GECORGE (45, crunpled),
he avoi ds eye contact. MAX noves on to the next question.

MAX

Looki ng forward to the Foster cup-
TABI THA

Not really.
MAX

No, sorry, that wasn't a question.
TABI THA shrugs. MAX pl oughs ahead.

MAX
Looki ng forward to the Foster cup,
wor |l d nunber 4 Ni kol ai Kravchenko
decl ared today that his victory is,
and | quote, "a foregone
conclusion."” G ven your form of
| at e how confident do you feel

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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MAX (cont’ d)
goi ng agai nst these top seeded
pl ayers

SLOWCREEP IN on TABI THA, a slowy rising hum the sound of
pressure buil ding...

TABI THA
Li sten, Kravchenko and the rest of
themtal k a big gane but
fundanentally they’ re afraid of ne.
The headline news is that Tabitha
King is back and she’s hungry. |
don’t even know who |’ m pl ayi ng
tonmorrow but it doesn’'t matter
because I’mgoing to annihilate
t hem and anybody el se who stands in
my way, |’ve never felt nore
prepared for anything in ny |ife,
my mndis a steel trap and | fee
not hing but pity for any poor sou
who has to pl a-

| NT. FOSTER CUP HALL - DAY

The 1st round of the Foster Cup. TABITHA sits across the
board from a player, he checknmates Tabit ha.

PLAYER
Check mate.

TABI THA
(beat)
Fuck!!!
SMASH CUT TO

OPENI NG CREDI TS

EXT. WORLD CHESS LONDON HQ - MORNI NG

An i nposing victorian buil ding.
Title " Wrld Chess Federation, London"
JERRY ( PRE- LAP)

|”ve got a ot of nenories tied up
with this place.



INT. - WORLD CHESS LONDON HQ - MORNI NG

Open pl an

of fice, with banks of conputers. Al

t he enpl oyees

are gathered round JERRY (40s, obnoxious). Sone are eating

cake, others have dri nks.

We cut to
YURI (25,
devouri ng

JERRY
Five world cups, hosting in 2018,

t he school outreach progranmes. |I'm

so proud of the work we’ ve
acconpl i shed toget her. Y know when
you work with people for a |ong

time they stop being coll eagues and
start to becone your famly. That’s

what you guys nean to ne, you're
famly.

THEO (O S)
Jesus Christ | hate this place.

t he back of the crowd where THEO (27,

JERRY i s m d-speech

cyni cal) and

| abrador in human forn) are standing. YUR is

a slice of cake.

THEO
| land the CTC contract and nobody
even says "good job", but when
Jerry gets pronoted there's
chanpagne and two ki nds of cake.

YURI
There’'s two ki nds?

THEO
Wiy do we even have to listen to
this? W get it, you re noving to
the head office. A 6 figure salary
and all the duty free tobl erone he
can eat.

YURI
God, rather himthan ne.
THEO
You want to be stuck here forever?
YURI
No, | don't want to go to
Switzerland. Ghastly place. | had
an uncle who was really ill, so he

went to a special clinic out there,
and they just killed him

THEO t akes a second to process this.

( CONTI NUED)
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THEO
Are you tal king about Dignitas?

YURI
Worst. Hospital. Ever.

THEO opens his nmouth to reply then realises he doesn’t have
the energy to get into it.

THEO
|’ve got to talk to Hussnman.

| NT. GECRGE'S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

A run down office. GEORCE sits behind a nessy desk. TABI THA
enters sipping a coffee.

TABI THA

Sorry I'"'mlate | went to get a
coffee but then | forgot ny purse
so | had to go to another cafe and
pretend to be this guy.

(shows him her coffee it has

"Dave" written on it)
| woul d have got you one but taking
two woul d have been pushing it.

She takes a seat.

TABI THA
So, what’'s up?

GEORGE
K, so, |I've got sonmething to tel
you and it’s not great news |I'm

af rai d.

He takes a deep breath as if he’'s going to speak and then
stops. He picks up a piece of paper.

GEORGE
|"ve witten it down actually. This
isn’t easy to say.
(reads)
"I"’mre..sig...re-sig-ning?"

TABI THA
You' re resigning?

GEORGE
That’s the one. | can’t nanage you
anynore. I'’msorry, it’'s been

( MORE)
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W de shot,

A long sil

GECRCE (cont’ d)
great. No, actually it’s been sort
of terrible for the nost part
that’s why |'m ..
(reads)
"resiggi ng?"

TABI THA
Resi gni ng!

GEORGE
11 get it next tinme.

TABI THA
W' re 2 days into the tournanent.
You can’t just leave. This is it.
This is the big coneback. Wat do
you think I’ m paying you for?

GEORGE
You haven’t paid nme since March

TABI THA
Only because | don’t have any
money. Jesus, selfish nmuch?

GEORGE
| just can’t afford to represent
you anynore. | need to have clients

that can pay ny salary. Look at the
state of this place. This isn’t
even a desk, this is just 4 stacks
of books with an old door on top.

reveals that this is i ndeed the case.

TABI THA
Well, I nean, fuck, George. How is
this going to | ook? Couldn’t you
have at | east done this before the
t our nanent started?

GEORGE
| tried to tell you |oads of tines
but you didn’t listen. It’s |ike
you nmentally tune out if you hear
sonet hing you don’t Iike.

ence.

TABI THA
Well, are you going to answer ne?



| NT. HUSSMAN S OFFI CE - AFTERNOON

THEO sits alone in a grand office - all wood panelling and
vintage | eather. Paintings of chess players adorn the walls
and a ornate chess set in one corner.

He gets up and starts | ooking around. He picks up a franed
photo on the desk. It’'s of a young man in a hot tub with
Mar garet Thatcher. Both are naked as the day they were born.

THEO
The fuck?

Sounds of footsteps approaching. THEO qui ckly repl aces the
phot o before HUSSMAN (60s, old noney) strides in on his
phone. W recognise himas the man fromthe phot ograph.

HUSSMVAN
(on phone)
Li sten Jack, | don’'t want to hear
your excuses anynore. This
conversation is over.
(hangs up)
Sorry about that.

THEO
Everyt hi ng OK?

HUSSMAN sits behind his desk, THEO takes a seat.

HUSSMVAN
My son, he doesn’t think school is
worth his tinme anynore. | don’t
know why, hornones probably. You
got ki ds?

THEO
Yes, a daughter, she’s five. |I'm
not | ooking forward to her teenage
years.

HUSSMVAN

Jack’s four. Fromthe way he
conducts hinself you think he was
two. Kid s a joke.

HUSSMAN stares off into the m ddl e distance for a second.
THEO isn’t sure what to do. HUSSMAN snaps back to reality.

HUSSMVAN

So, David, you wanted to discuss
somet hi ng?

( CONTI NUED)
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THEO
It’s Theo, David left two years
ago.
HUSSMAN

Are you sure?

THEO

Err yes.

(pl oughs ahead)
So |’ve been here two years and in
that time | think I've really
proved nyself. |1’ ve been invol ved
in sonme of the big canpaigns and |
think 1"'mnore than ready to take
the next step, and now that Jerry’s
gone, | think I should repl-

HUSSMAN
Jerry’s gone? | thought that was
next nont h.

HUSSMAN consults a diary on his desk

THEO
No, he left this norning.

HUSSMAN
Bugger! Novat ek’ s people are conm ng
in Wednesday. Do you know about the
ad canpai gn?

THEO
Yeah, like |I was saying |’ ve worked
very closely with Jerr-

HUSSMAN
Great, | need you to get a

presentation together. Roll out,
TV, social nedia, nerchandise etc.
Have a hard copy on ny desk at noon

t onorr ow.

THEO
Yeah absol utely, but about the
vacancy-

HUSSMAN

Li sten, Dave, can | call you Dave?

THEO
It's Theo.

( CONTI NUED)
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HUSSMAN
This job is is all about strategy.
Sonetimes you have to make
sacrifices in order to get a good
position and nove forward. It’s
i ke a ganme of...

THEO | ooks around the room adorned with chess paraphernali a.

HUSSMAN THEO
Monopol y. Chess?

HUSSMAN
| suppose that works. It's like a
gane of chess. Make the right nove
now, you could find yourself
sonewhere you |like very soon.
need people around ne that | can
rely on.

He gives THEO a conspiratorial w nk.
TABI THA ( PRE- LAP)

" m cursed, Vassy. It’s the only
expl anation for it.

| NT. VASSY’ S CAFE - AFTERNOON

TABI THA pl ays chess agai nst her coach, ALIK ' VASSY VASILEV
(50s, gentle, zen) in his half enpty cafe.

TABI THA
Honestly, these past two years have
been one thing after another. |
think the universe is trying to
tell me sonething.

VASSY
Tabby, you are a very strong
pl ayer. You just need to get your
head in the gane.

TABI THA
| know, | know. When |I'’mw th you,
like this, | see the noves. But

when the pressure’s on it feels
like there’s a 400 pound gorilla on
my back, y know? | nean what if [’ m
not inarut? Wat if thisis it
forever?

She puts her head on the table and groans.

( CONTI NUED)
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TABI THA
Way do bad things happen to good
peopl e?

VASSY

Wien | was young there was a pl ayer
| greatly adm red, Sidorov.

I ncredi ble talent. No one could
pl ay the endganme |i ke him Then one
day, out of nowhere, his gane
started to get weaker. He would

| ose to people that he used to
vanqui sh in a few noves. Hi s rating
got worse and worse and he spent
hi s days worrying that he woul d
never get back to the I evel he had
been playing at. Then he got hit by
a bus and di ed.

TABI THA waits for the story to continue. It doesn’t.

They pl ay

TABI THA
...was that supposed to cheer ne
up?

VASSY
Yes. Stop worrying about these
t hi ngs. You coul d be dead tonorrow,
concentrate on the now.

TABI THA
Vassy, "now' | need to get a
manager and "now' | need noney and
"now' | don’t have noney to get a
manager .

(beat)

Can | borrow sone noney?

VASSY
No, you haven't paid ne since

Mar ch.

a bit in silence.

TABI THA
Do you think Shipova woul d nanage
nme?

VASSY
No way.

( CONTI NUED)
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TABI THA
Bal sai ?
VASSY
Bal sai hates you, and you hate him
TABI THA
Yeah, good point.
(beat)
| vanov?
VASSY
| vanov’ s on Kravchenko’s team
TABI THA
Seriously? Kravchenko? Fucki ng
t ypi cal
VASSY

You know who coul d manage you?
(of f her | o00k)

Theo. He’'s very good with nunbers,

he got this place registered as a

charity.
TABI THA

|’ mnot sure that’s a good idea.
VASSY

No, it’s fine. | just have to hire

people with crimnal records.
Angel a strangl ed her
br ot her-in-1aw.

He gestures to ANGELA (70s) a sweet old | ady nmaki ng coffees
behi nd the bar.

TABI THA
| mean ne and Theo. W haven’'t
real ly spoken since Linares.

VASSY
You haven’'t played well since
Li nar es.

TABI THA puts her head on the table again and gives an
exasper at ed groan.

VASSY
Li sten, Tabby; managers, coaches,
boyfriends, girlfriends - they
conme, they go, but famly? Famly
is forever.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANGELA puts two coffees down on their table.
ANGELA

He’s right, you know. There’s
not hing nore i nportant than famly.

EXT. PRI MARY SCHOOL - AFTERNOON

It’s the end of school and parents are collecting their
children fromthe playground.

TABI THA sees a little girl (5) by herself. She goes over
with a brand new toy dol |l

TABI THA
Hey, Emly.

The little girl |ooks at her.

TABI THA
It’s been a while. |’ myour aunt
Tabby. This is for you.

She gives the girl the doll

TABI THA
Sorry | mssed your |ast couple of
bi rt hdays and Christmases. It
wasn’t personal | just had other
stuff on y’ know?

The girl | ooks at her with a bl ank expression.

TABI THA
How coul d you? How old are you now?
7? 8? Life's just conplicated
sonmetimes. You think it’s going to
be one thing and then it becones
sonmething else...It’s hard to
expl ai n. Anyway, where’s your dad?

THEO (O )
Tabby?

She turns round to see THEO at the school gates hol ding the
hand of his daughter EMLY (5).

TABI THA
Oh shit.

She grabs the doll out of the little girl’s hands.

( CONTI NUED)
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TABI THA
Sorry | ove.

She heads over.

| NT. GYM HALL - AFTERNOON

A judo lesson for young children is in full swing. The coach
denonstrates noves which EMLY and the other students copy.

On one side of the hall are plastic chairs where a few
parents sit.

THEO wor ks on his phone. TABITHA sits next to him Their
chairs are about a neter apart.

TABI THA
Soooo, how ve you been?
THEO
Fi ne.
TABI THA

You visited d-

THEO
Nope.

TABI THA scooches her chair over to |l ook at his screen.

TABI THA
Wat cha doi ng?

THEO
" m wor ki ng.

TABI THA
Can it wait.

THEO
Nope.

Sil ence. TABI THA considers how to pitch her job offer.

TABI THA
Hey, do you renenber when we used
to go down to the chess sets in
Hol  and Park? |’ d beat the hustlers
and then you d collect the
Wi nni ngs? W nade a great team

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

THEO
| renmenber they figured out who you
wer e.

TABI THA
(1 aughi ng)
Oh ny God, yes! They got so angry!
We had to hide in that bush.

THEO
You hid in a bush, they beat ne up.
TABI THA
Well | thought you could handl e
yoursel f.
THEO
| was 12.
TABI THA

VWll there was no point us both
getting hurt. Jeez, way to ruin a
story.

THEO
What are you doi ng here, Tabby? W
don’t speak for two years and now
you’' re gatecrashing nmy daughter’s
judo class. Wiat do you want ?

TABI THA takes a breath. Is this it? The overdue apol ogy?

TABI THA
| know | said sone things before
and | just wanted to say...

THEO

TABI THA
...that you should be ny nmanager.
What do you reckon?

THEO starts | aughi ng.

TABI THA
Why are you | aughing? I’ m serious.

THEO
| know you’re serious. That’'s why
" mlaughing. | take it George
quit?

( CONTI NUED)
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TABI THA
, I fired him You know what ?
fer rescinded. You should be
flattered | woul d consider you.

No
O

THEO
The only reason you' re asking nme is
because you know nobody el se woul d
give you the time of day.

TABI THA
Shut up.

THEO
Here' s sone manageri al advice -
just quit. Your career ended two
years ago, you're just in denial.
Si | ence.
TABI THA reaches over and tw sts one of THEO s ni ppl es.

THEO
oM  Fuck!

THEO shoves her. TABITHA | eaps on himand the two start
wrestling on the ground. The other parents aren’t sure how
to react.

The judo coach rushes over blow ng his whistle.

EXT. GYM HALL. AFTERNOON

TABI THA and THEO | ean on the wall. TABI THA vapes, THEO hol ds
an ice pack to his face with one hand and works on his phone
with the other.

TABI THA
So, are you free tonorrow? Can you
come watch ny gane?

THEO
You serious?
(of f her | o0k)
| can’t, |’ve got work.

TABI THA
No worri es.

Ankwar d sil ence.

( CONTI NUED)
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THEO
Are you OK?

TABI THA
Fuck you. Yes.

EM LY exits the gymw th sone other kids and wal ks over. She
is carrying her new doll.

TABI THA
| m gonna bounce, gotta go
practi ce.

She pats EM LY s head |ike a dog.

TABI THA
Good to see you ki ddo.
(to Theo)

Don’t work so hard.
She starts | eaving. He watches her wal k off.
EM LY
Who was that ?

| NT. CHECK MATE STUDI OGS - MORNI NG

A flashy credit sequence showi ng a highlight of the Foster
Cup so far before cutting to the studio.

MAX
Day 3 of the Foster Cup. Can M hara
hold on to his | ead? Can Sivanat han
give hima run for his noney? And,
after a dismal start to the
t our nanent, can the once great
Tabi tha King redeem hersel f agai nst
Pol and’ s Mari usk Dabrowska and
escape elimnation? One person who
thinks so is King herself who
tweeted this norning -

The tweet is superinposed next to him

MAX
-"My chess playing will be so
brutal that the Geneva Conventi on
wll condemm it as a war crine.
Hasht ag Chess." Confi dent words.



18.

I NT. CAB - MORNI NG

TABI THA sits in the back with VASSY. She is visibly nervous.

VASSY
You OK?

TABI THA
|’m fine.

She takes out her phone and types "How to do deal with
crippling sense of self doubt?" into Google.

The first result is entitled "It Could Be Wrse..."

She clicks onit. It's an article entitled "It could be
wor se. .you coul d be Tabitha King" acconpanied with a photo
of her | osing her opening round natch.

TABI THA
The fuck?

DRI VER
W're here.

I NT. FI DE HQ ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT - MORNI NG

The office TV is trailing TABI THA s upcom ng match. THEO i s
at his desk, binding his report. He whistles as he works.

YURI
Someone’ s in a good nood.

THEO doesn’t | ook up fromhis work.

THEO
Two years of being overlooked is
about to pay off big tinme ny
friend.

YURI
Awesone!
(beat)
How come?

THEO
Jerry got pronoted, right? Wich
nmeans sonebody is noving up.

YURI
Ah gotcha. Jerry is.

( CONTI NUED)
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THEO
No, nme. |’ m noving up.
(he | ooks up)
What are you doi ng?

YURI's desk is covered in shredded paper which he’'s trying
to tape back together.

YURI
Oh this? Mad story. | went to scan
in those contracts fromthe other
day and the scanner just shredded
them Crazy, right?

THEO
You think that nmaybe you m ght have
used the shredder by m stake?

YURI
No, | don’t think so.

THEO pi cks up his report.

THEO
|’mgoing to mss these chats Yuri.

| NT. FOSTER CUP HALL - AFTERNOON

The hall is full of chess ganmes in progress. Tables spaced
out. The atnosphere is tense. The only sound is the clicking
as players press the chess cl ocks.

TABITHA is in the mddl e of a ganme agai nst DABROASKA ( 35,
i ntense). They both make their noves quickly hitting the
chess clock after each nove.

DABROWBKA noves, hits the chess cl ock.
TABI THA noves, hits the chess cl ock.
DABROABKA qui ckly responds, hits the chess cl ock.

TABI THA goes to nove then stops. She starts to hear a | ow
buzzi ng noi se.

TABITHA'S P.O V - She | ooks at the board and then around the
rest of the room of people. Her vision starts blurring,
everything starts to sl ow down and the buzzing sound gets

| ouder

and | ouder

and LOUDER.
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| NT. HUSSMAN' S CFFI CE - AFTERNOON

HUSSMAN sits with his feet on his desk. He' s reading
That cher’ s aut obi ogr aphy.

HUSSMAN
(chuckl i ng)
| bet you did you filthy m nx.

A knock at the door.

HUSSVAN
Come in.

He puts the book away as THEO enters.

THEO
Morning, sir, here are the nunbers
you want ed.

HUSSVMAN t akes THEO S report and dunps it on his desk.

HUSSMAN
Good nan. Take a seat.

THEO t akes a seat.

HUSSMVAN
W’ re doi ng sone restructuring and
| wanted to know if you are keen to
take on nore responsibility.

THEO
Yeah, absolutely, 1'd |ove to.

HUSSMAN
Great because | need you to take
over Yuri’'s desk while he's
stepping up to investor relations.

THEO
...1"msorry?

HUSSMVAN
Yuri’s replacing Jerry, you're
replacing Yuri. Well, you're

absorbing his role.

THEO
Yuri? Are you serious? He's a nice
guy and everything but the man’s an
idiot. I’ve seen himeat a Soreen
| oaf with the wapper still on.

( CONTI NUED)
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HUSSMAN
(1 aughi ng)
Yes, he’s quite a character
THEO
Sir, I don’t understand. | work
har der than anyone in the
departnent. |'’mthe nost qualified

to step up.

HUSSMAN
Li sten Dave, the departnent runs a
certain way. Every nenber does a
specific thing and together we
collectively achieve goals. It’'s
like we’re all pieces in a gane
of ....

HUSSMVAN THEO
Buckar oo. Chess?!

HUSSMAN
Yes, if you like, a chess gane.
You're an integral piece but you're
exactly where you need to be and
that’ s where you need to stay.

HUSSVMAN s phone rings, he picks it up.

HUSSVAN
Hel | 0? Yes.

HUSSMAN signals for THEO to | eave then spins his chair so
his back is facing him

HUSSMVAN
(on phone)
You know Jack, it’s these kinds of
interactions that forced ne to
di vorce your not her

THEO gets up, he stops, then grabs his report off the desk
and | eaves.

I NT. FI DE HQ ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT - AFTERNOCON

THEO goes to his desk. He picks up a framed photo of EMLY
and sticks it into his rucksack.

( CONTI NUED)
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YURI
How d it go?

THEO
Yeah great.
(beat)
Actual | y-

He hands YURI the report.
THEO
Can you do ne a favour and scan
t hese for nme?

YURI
Sure thing man.

THEO starts to | eave. His phone rings. It’s VASSY.
THEO
Vassy?

| NT. FOSTER CUP CORRI DOR - AFTERNOON

VASSY in a corridor. Sound of other chess ganes going on in
t he background.

VASSY (V. O
Theo, have you spoken to your
sister?

| NTERCUT - PHONE CONVERSATI ON

THEO
Yeah she canme by yesterday.

VASSY
No, | mean today.

THEO
No, why?

VASSY

You didn't see the match?

THEO becones aware of a few of his coll eagues wat ching the
of fice TV. Soneone has put "Checknate" on.

MAX
As you can see scenes of
unprecedented chaos at the Foster
cup.

( CONTI NUED)
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The hall is full of people quietly playing chess. A judge
speaks t o DABRONSKA.

MAX
If you re just joining us
everyone’s reacting Tabitha King' s
abrupt exit fromher match with
Mari usk Dabrowska. Paul, do we have
the clip ready?

They play a clip of TABI THA as she slowy sinks to the
ground and curls up into a ball. She attenpts to roll out of
t he tournanment hall before giving up and just running off.

MAX
Gimstuff.

VASSY
She’ s not answering her phone. |
t hought she m ght’ ve call ed you.

THEO
"1l call you back.

I NT. HOLLAND PARK - AFTERNOON.

St one chess tables where hustlers and tourists gather to
pl ay each other.

THEO turns up and scans the area. A while off he sees
TABI THA with her back to the canera staring into a nearby
pond. He goes over and puts his hand on her shoul der.

THEO
Thought you m ght be here.

STRANGER
VWhat ?!

It isn’t TABI THA but an old man who | ooks exactly |i ke her
from behi nd.

THEO
Oh sorry, | thought-

STRANGER
Cet the fuck away from ne!
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EXT. TABITHA'S FLAT - AFTERNOON

TABI THA, opens the door.

TABI THA
Ohit’s you.
THEO
Hey.
TABI THA
Shoul dn’t you be at work?
THEO
| quit.
TABI THA
Hey, ne too.

EXT. TABI THA' S GARDEN. AFTERNOON

TABI THA and THEO sit in old garden chairs drinking tea in a
di | api dat ed back garden - cracked paving stones, overgrown
grass. TABI THA vapes.

TABI THA
Do you think they’d want to as a
coach

THEO
Whose "t hey"?

TABI THA
| dunno, the people who enpl oy
coaches.

THEO

Thi s the new career plan?

TABI THA

What am | supposed to do, work in a
bank or sonet hi ng?

(adopts weird accent)
"H, I'd |ike some noney pl ease.”

(adopts even weirder accent)
"Here’ s sone noney, please cone
agai n"

THEO
That' s not how banks worKk.

( CONTI NUED)
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TABI THA
Vell | don’'t know, do I? I’ve only
done one thing ny whole life and
now |l can’t do it anynore.

She clicks her vape but it’s run out of fluid. She chucks it
in frustration

THEO
Tabby, it’s going to be OK

TABI THA
Listen, | should have said this
yesterday but, for what it’s
worth...at Linares...l’msorry.

THEO

(it isn't really)

It’s fine.

Silence. Neither sibling knows how to behave in this
situation of genuine enotional vulnerability.

THEO
You got any booze?
TABI THA
Vassy left sone vodka in the

freezer.
THEO heads into the house.
TABI THA | ooks around. Is this how it ends?
PI NG She gets a text.
She checks her phone, it’s from an unknown nunber.
UNKNOMWN NUMBER: Sorry to see you go
UNKNOWN NUMBER: You were the best
UNKNOWN NUMBER: At | osi ng LMAO
She types back.
TABI THA: Who is this?
UNKNOWN NUMBER: The person you fear the nost.

TABI THA considers this. It can’t be? That’s inpossible. She
goes to reply then stops. Then types:

TABI THA: Dad?

( CONTI NUED)
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UNKNOMWN NUMBER: No

KRAVCHENKO: [t’s Kravchenko

KRAVCHENKCO. Mbr on.

TABI THA: How di d you get this nunber?

KRAVCHENKO: | can do what | want

KRAVCHENKO. Sorry we won’'t be playing each other ever again
KRAVCHENKCO: Loser

I NT. TABI THA' S KI TCHEN. EVEN NG

THEO | ooks through the freezer. He opens a drawer it’s ful
of ice cream

He opens the second drawer. It’s full of nore ice cream and
a bottle of Russian Vodka - the |label is a bear in lingerie.

As he | ooks for a glass THEO notices a stack of unopened
envel opes. He flips through it and sees that many of them
are final notices for unpaid bills.

TABI THA (O S)
Hey.

THEO turns round to find TABI THA behi nd hi m

TABI THA
Are you banned from Uber?
THEO
No, of course not.
TABI THA
Cool , yeah, ne neither.
(beat)

Can you book nme an Uber?

EXT. KRAVCHENKO S MANSI ON - NI GHT

TABI THA knocks on a huge front door an elaborate iron "K' is
mounted in the center. FRANK, a security guard, opens it.

TABI THA

|’ mhere to see Kravchenko. He's
expecting ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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FRANK
Who are you?

TABI THA
Who am1? I’mhis worse fucking
ni ght mar e.

FRANK
No, sorry. | need your nane.

TABI THA
Oh. It’s Tabitha King.

| NT. KRAVCHENKO S LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

FRANK shows THEO and TABI THA into a | avishly decorated
[iving room In one corner three nmenbers of KRAVCHENKO s
ent ourage work at a bank of |aptops. An ornate chess board
is set up on a coffee table in the mddle of the room

Al the staff | ook at TABI THA and THEO

TABI THA
Well, where is the cunt?

A door to the adjoining roomsw ngs open and a man in his
40s enters the room

This is HENRI K, he steps aside to reveal the dimnutive form
of his son NI KOLAI KRAVCHENKO (9, shit eating grin).

KRAVCHENKO
Tabi tha, you actually cane.
(i ndi cati ng THEO
Whose this? Your boyfriend?

TABI THA
Eurgh no! That’s ny brother.

He | ooks THEO up and down.

KRAVCHENKO
Ni ce shirt. Do they make them for
men?

THEO
Huh?

TABI THA

Hey, he is a man!

( CONTI NUED)
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THEO
Sorry, what is this?

KRAVCHENKO wal ks towards t he chess set.

KRAVCHENKO
This is the end of a tedious
argunent. Tabitha and | are going
to play one nore match to finally
settle our...well rivalry would be
overstating it.

TABI THA
10 m nutes on the clock? O w |
that take us past your bedtine?

KRAVCHENKO
Perf ect.

HENRI K
Actually Ni cky, we should really be
getting to-

KRAVCHENKO

Shut up! Don't talk to nme in front
of people! Never do that! Never
ever do that!

(regai ns conposure)
Shal I we?

CUT TGO

TABI THA and KRAVCHENKO sits on either side of the board.
KRAVCHENKO has the white pieces, TABI THA the bl ack. The
whol e of KRAVCHENKO s entourage is gathered round to watch.

KRAVCHENKO noves his first piece and presses the cl ock.

TABI THA instantly responds and presses the clock. So on and
so forth, both of them making noves al nbst instantly after
t he ot her has.

KRAVCHENKO
So, what are you going to do? Now
t hat your career is over.

TABI THA
M ght start a nursery. You wanna
enrol ? W& coul d probably get you
potty trained in a few weeks.

KRAVCHENKO

| msure you could. You re the
expert in shitting yourself.

( CONTI NUED)
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THEO wat ches froma few feet away he is joined by HENRI K

HENRI K

Hey, Henrik, pleased to neet you.
THEO

Theo.
HENRI K

Sorry about his comment earlier, he
gets a little testy when he’'s
overtired.

KRAVECHENKO ( Q. S)
Hey, you tal ki ng about ne?

HENRI K
No, N cky.

TABI THA bl unders one of her pawns. KRAVCHENKO seizes on it.

KRAVCHENKO
Oh dear.

TABI THA thinks for a bit, before settling on a nove. She
makes it and KRAVCHENKO i nstantly responds.

She t hi nks again, then noves a piece. KRAVCHENKO i nstantly
responds, slanm ng down his piece with unnecessary force.

A bit rattled TABI THA goes to pick up a piece but then
stops. She starts to hear the | ow buzzi ng noi se.

TABITHA's P.OV - It's |ike she’s underwater. Everything is
in slow notion. She | ooks from KRAVCHENKO s grinning face to
his entourage who are all leaning in for the kill. The

buzzi ng noi se getting | ouder
and | ouder

and | ouder

and. . .then she sees THEQ

THEO isn’t sure why she’s | ooking at him He gives her a
tentative thunbs up

Everyt hi ng suddenly snaps back to the normal. TABI THA | ooks
back at the board, and studies it.

KRAVCHENKO

Conme al ong Tabitha. | haven’'t got
all night. Tick tock, tick tock

( CONTI NUED)
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TABI THA makes a nove. KRAVCHENKO makes a nove and now
TABI THA instantly responds. The nmonmentum of the ganme shifts
wi th TABI THA respondi ng as soon as KRAVCHENKO nmekes a nove.

There’s a flurry of noves as KRAVCHENKO tries to fend
TABI THA of f but it’s no good. She goes in for the kill

Gasol i na by Daddy Yankee or sone simlarly obnoxi ous but
nore affordabl e club banger starts playing.

TABI THA
You want to know how | got good at
chess?

She picks up her gueen. The beat starts buil ding.

TABI THA
| practice every tinme | fuck your
mum

The beat drops as TABI THA puts her queen on the G3 square.

(For reference this -
htt ps://ww. yout ube. com wat ch?v=0El LTYGSQFA)

KRAVCHENKO i s dunmbstruck. H's entourage can’t disguise the
fact they' re inpressed. KRAVCHENKO reluctantly tips over his
ki ng.

TABI THA | eaps to her feet and starts doing a victory dance
intime wwth the nusic. It starts off triunphant but gets
wei rdly aggressive and sexual |y i nappropri ate.

KRAVCHENKO sweeps hi s hand across the board sending the
pi eces flying, the song cuts out. He stornms out of the room
HENRI K chases after him

HENRI K
Ni cky darling, it’s OK

Nobody is sure what to say.

THEO
Wanna get out of here?

TABI THA
Yeah, let’s bounce.

They | eave.
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I NT. MAX STUDI OS - MORNI NG

W de shot

MAX
The saga of Tabitha King' s chess
career continues wth her tweeting
today that she is unretiring having
announced her retirenent yesterday
a week after announci ng her
unritirement which followed the
announcenent that she ws retiring 6
nont hs previously. Well |'m
delighted to say that Tabitha joins
me in the studio.

reveals TABITHA is in the chair next to him

MAX
Good nor ni ng.

TABI THA
Great to be here, Max. Though | do
have to correct you. | never said |
was retiring yesterday. | don’t

know where people are getting this
idea but it’s conpletely untrue.

MAX
You tweeted yesterday, "Fuck chess.
Never again."

TABI THA
That was a typo, what | neant to
say was "Fuck chess? Never. Again!"
Because | | ove chess.

MAX
...Right. Alot of our viewers are
curious to know what happened in
the match with Dabrow -

TABI THA
It’s painful for nme to revisit
those nenories Max. | was in a very

dark place then and it was
i mpossible for me to performto the
best of my abilities.

MAX
Thi s was yest erday.

TABI THA
VWhat can | say? Life noves pretty
fast, but | now have a brand new

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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TABI THA (cont’ d)
managenent teamand |’ mfeeling
very positive about the future.

THEO stands wi th VASSY next to the caneranman
MAX
So we can expect to see you playing
nor e professional ganes?

SLOW CREEP I N on TABI THA, a slowy rising hum the sound of
pressure building...

TABI THA
Li sten Max |’ m back. | know | said
that |ike |ast week ago but now I
mean it. |I’mhungry, I'mfierce,

|’mgoing to literally kill anybody
dunmb enough to play ne. Not
literally obviously, but you know
what | nmean. Every gane | play wll
just be formality, because |’ve

al ready won. | have perfect clarity
now, people talk about seeing 30,
40, 50 noves ahead. Well | can see
t housands of noves ahead. | think
m ght be God. Well, not God

obvi ously but the closest thing to
it interms of chess. Unless | am
God and | don’t know I an? | mean
that’'s possible. It would explain

why there’s so nuch evil in the
worl d...so, yeah, to conclude - |I'm
back.

The canera freezes, the hum stops, TABITHA cl ears her
t hr oat .

MAX
Are you finished?

TABI THA
" mjust getting started.



